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saw him employed in Christian activity; and the "off" night
was spent in study and meditation. Religious endeavour
was now not only his recreation, it was his life. With un-
flagging zeal, service was heaped on service. He became a
member of the Y.M.C.A. and was active in its endeavours;
he joined the staff of Swift's Alley Mission and helped
there; he entered into fellowship with the Open Brethren and
laboured in certain of their missions. Again, when, through
the munificence of William Fry, Evangelical services were
started in Merrion Hall, he was an ardent supporter.
Before he was out of his teens, Barnardo was an avowed
"Open Brother". A catalogue of his library at this period
contains only books on Brethrenism and the Bible, It
is notable, therefore, that in middle life he declared:
"Brethrenism is an excellent street through which to pass,
but a bad street in which to abide!"
One aspect of Barnardo's spiritual development demands
special notice. Shortly after his conversion, on reading the
Scriptures, he was troubled by the question of Believers*
Baptism; and the more he pondered, the more was he
convinced that through this solemn sacrament it was his
duty to show forth to the world the burial of his old body
of sin, and his resurrection, by faith, to newness of life with
Christ. Accordingly, despite his infant baptism, he now
decided to be rebaptized, by Immersion.
An old diary, filled in from day to day by Barnardo's
hand, reflects, as a mirror, his state of mind at this juncture.
On October i6th, 1862, three days before his Immersion,
appear five entries, all revealing a state of ecstasy. On rising,
he wrote: "O Almighty Father, I praise Thee for Thy
mercies of the past night. . . , Make me ever grateful to
Thee for Thy continued kindness and care of this Thy
servant/5 A Bible text, chosen as the day's motto, is: "Blessed
is he that considereth the poor." An eleven o'clock entry
speaks of his "holy calm", adding that, on awaking, he had
prayed the Lord to permit him "to feel His presence";